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University of New Mexico Professor Wins  
Society of Toxicology Achievement Award 

 
Reston, Va.; March 17, 2014 — Celebrating the 
accomplishments of a scientist early in his career, the 
Society of Toxicology (SOT) presents the University of 
New Mexico’s Matthew J. Campen, PhD, MSPH, with 
the 2014 SOT Achievement Award. With this award, 
SOT, a professional association of more than 7,700 
toxicologists, annually recognizes an individual with less 
than 15 years of toxicological experience for his or her 
contributions to the field. Dr. Campen will be formally 
presented with his peer-nominated award at SOT’s 53rd 
Annual Meeting and ToxExpo in Phoenix, Ariz., on 
March 23, 2014.  
 
“Dr. Campen has contributed a great deal to our 
understanding of how airborne toxicants, such as 
particulate matter and ozone, cause systemic vascular 
insult,” says nominator Scott W. Burchiel, PhD. “He has 
made, and continues to make, numerous contributions to the field of toxicology and has a long, 
fruitful career ahead.” 
 
The SOT Achievement Award recognizes Dr. Campen for his comprehensive and impactful 
research in the area of inhalation toxicology and cardiovascular toxicity of inhaled substances 
during the first 12 years of his post-doctoral career, both at the University of New Mexico and the 
Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute. His research of complex emissions, such as gasoline and 
diesel exhausts, led to a new discovery, as he was the first to describe pro-atherogenic changes 
from fresh emissions. At his lab in New Mexico, Dr. Campen and his colleagues have established 
novel methods to assess mode of action of vascular dysfunction and mediator-based injury. 
 
In addition to his research efforts, Dr. Campen served as the interim, co-editor-in-chief of SOT’s 
scientific journal, Toxicological Sciences, in 2013; has authored 65 papers and a dozen book 
chapters; and sits on the US Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory 
Committee for Nitrogen Dioxide. 
 
Dr. Campen received his BS in biochemistry from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University and his MSPH and PhD in environmental health science from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
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About SOT 
Founded in 1961, the Society of Toxicology (SOT) is a professional and scholarly organization of 
more than 7,700 scientists from academic institutions, government, and industry representing the 
great variety of individuals who practice toxicology in the US and abroad. SOT is committed to 
creating a safer and healthier world by advancing the science of toxicology. The Society promotes 
the acquisition and utilization of knowledge in toxicology, aids in the protection of public health, 
and has a strong commitment to education in toxicology and to the recruitment of students and 
new members into the profession. For more information about SOT and toxicology, visit the 
Society online at www.toxicology.org, follow us on Twitter @SOToxicology, and like us on 
Facebook. 
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Michelle Werts 
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